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JOHN DUNCAN GRANT was born  in Morayshire on the  4th of 
August, 1848, and was  educated at  the Godolphin School, Ham- 
mersmith, and  subsequently at   the Dollar Institution.  He served 
a pupilage of three  years  with Mr. T. Olinthus Donaldson, who at  
that  time  was  engineer  to Mr. B. C. Lawton,  contractor for the 
Team  Valley  Branch of the  North  Eastern  Railway between 
Durham  and Newcastle, on which  there were several  large 
viaducts  and  other works of importance. 

In  July, 1868, Mr. Grant passed the  examination  required for 
appointment to the  Public  Works  Department of the  Government 
of India and was posted to  the Madras Presidency.  Arriving  in 
India  in October of that year, he  was  appointed  to  the  Tinne- 
velly  District  and employed on the field-work and  investigation 
of some minor irrigation projects. In 1871 he  was placed in 
charge of the reconstruction of Sulochenam’s bridge,  between the 
large  native  towns of Tinnevelly  and Palamcottah. The restora- 
tion  was  satisfactorily accomplished-a very good piece of work 
being  turned  out by Mr. Grant,  who received the  thanks of the 
Madras Government. R e  was  then employed for two  years on the 
supervision and improvement of the  native system of irrigation  in 
the  Tinnevelly  District. In 1875 he  was  appointed  to officiate as 
District  Engineer, i n  which  capacity  he acted  for three years. 
For  his  work  during  the severe famine of  1877-78 he  again 
received the  thanks of the Government and  was  granted one 
year’s extra service. 

From  July, 1878, to  July, 1880, Mr. Grant  was in England on 
furlough. On resuming  duty  he was posted to  the  Eistna  Eastern 
Division-an important  charge  including  the  weir, head-works, 
quarries  and workshops of the  extensive  Kistna  irrigation system. 
In 1886 he  was placed in  charge of the  Buckingham (Coast) 
Canal,  connecting the  town of Madras with  the  navigation 
systems of the  northern deltas. Early  in 1887 Mr. Grant  was 
deputed  to  inspect  the  native  irrigation works in  Upper  Burma, 
which  country  had  recently been annexed  to  the  British  territories. 
He  sent  in a useful  report ; but  the  climate so affected his  health 
that  in  the  latter  part of that  year  he was sent home on sick leave. 

Returning  to  duty  in 1889, Mr. Grant  was  appointed  to officiate 
as  Superintending  Engineer of the  1st Circle Madras, which 
includes  the  important  Godavari  irrigation system. But  after 
only a  few months’ xork, weakness of the  heart  (resulting from  a 
strain) necessitated  immediate return  to  England  and  early  retire- 
ment, at a time  when a useful  and successful professional career 
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might  have been anticipated.  After  three  years of suffering he 
died on the  24th of November, 1893, at  Las Palmas, Canary 
Islands, at  which place he  had passed the  two previous  winters. 

Mr. Grant  was a man of much  individuality of character, firm 
and  determined,  but  always courteous. He was well  read in 
general  literature  and  had a retentive memory and a rare  gift of 
humorous expression. His  early  death  is sincerely regretted  by 
his  many  Indian friends. 

He  was elected an Associate of the  Institution on the 1st of 
December, 1874, was placed in  the class of Associate Xember on 
its creation in  1878 and  was  transferred to the class of Member 
on the 23rd of November, 1886. 

JOHN  HILL, born on the  18th of December, 1812, was a native 
of Co. Meath. Early  in life, having manifested a strong  partiality 
€or engineering  pursuits,  he was apprenticed  to Mr. William 
Armstrong of Dublin. On the completion of his professional 
education Mr. Hill joined  the staff of the  late Mr. (afterwards  Sir 
John) Macneill,' and was  for several  years  actively engaged in  
preliminary  surveys for  railways. He also acted for twelve 
months  as  Resident  Engineer of the  Dundalk  Western  Railway 
(now a portion of the  Great  Northern  Railway of Ireland). 
Subsequently,  about  the  year 1838, he started on his own  account 
as an  engineer ; but on different occasions worked in  partnership 
with Mr. James Thomson, of Glasgow, when  he  gained a large 
experience in  Scotland  in  surveying,  drainage works, building 
and road-making. 

I n  1842 Mr. Rill passed a qualifying examination for the post 
of County Surveyor, and  in  the  following  year was appointed 
superintendent of roads and  bridges  under  the Commissioners 
of Public Works, in  which  capacity  he constructed nearly  three 
hundred miles of roads in  the counties of Clare, Galway and. 
Limerick. In 1845  he received the  appointment of County 
Surveyor of Clare, which post he occupied for ten years. During 
the  latter  part of that  time  he also acted as Engineer-in-Chief of 
the  Limerick  and Ennis Railway. On leaving Clare in 1855, to 
take  up  the position of Surveyor of King's  County, Mr. Hill was 
presented  with a handsome testimonial of plate. He remained in  
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